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Background:- Irrigation Water use 
Sector

- 2014/15 WARMS 
Data:

• 35 642 
registered 
water users

• 1 440 748 ha of 
registered 
irrigation area
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Legal grounds for the regulations 
– The Department_ ensure that the nation's water 

resources are protected, used, developed, conserved, 
managed and controlled in a sustainable and equitable 
manner_ basic human needs, redress past and racial 
discrimination, facilitating social and economic 
development……

– S 26(1)(b) of the NWA permits the Minister to make 
these regulations;

– S 69 to 71 prescribe the process to make the 
regulations;

• Schedule 3 (4)(1a) A catchment management agency may
require in writing that a water user -

(a) install a recording or monitoring device to monitor storing,
abstraction and use of water;
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Regulations:- Requirements

– Prescribe requirements and procedures to be followed;

– Impose measurement requirements and conditions on 
water use permissible as continuation of an Existing 
Lawful Use;

– Establish powers, offences and penalties for non-
compliant to the regulation;

– Licenses, GA and existing Permits have conditions to 
measure.
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Application: Regulation and Instruction 
to IB & WUA’s

– Regulations were gazetted for implementation on 17 
February 2017;

– Responsible authority- instruct water users who are 
required to measure the water taken for irrigation 
purposes;

– Instruction to Irrigation Board and Water User Association 
(05/02/2018)_ installation to be done 1 month from the 
date of publication;

• To instruct their water user members

– The Regulations apply to all taking of water from a water 
resource for the purpose of irrigation where the water 
user is required to measure such water 
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What is in the regulations

– Application-3

– Installation, maintain, use a measuring device…..-4

– Requirements for installing self-registering measuring 
devices (a-g)….-5

– Keeping, storing records and reporting (a-c)…-6

– Directive to comply- responsible authority may direct a 
water user to comply with Reg. 5.. -7

– Directive to verify the accuracy of measuring devices-8

– Offences_ guilty of an offence-9

– Penalties- liable to a fine or imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding five years-10

9



GUIDELINE DOCUMENTS: NOVEMBER 
2017



Guideline_ Cont..

– The regulator prescribes functionality not a brand

– Requirements for all measuring types:-
• Scope of measurement, accuracy of measurement, measuring location, measuring system…

– Measuring flow in full pipes;
• Off-the shelf devices_ range of expected flow rates, operation maintenance…

– Measuring flow in open channel or partially full pipe;
• Designed, constructed and rated structures_ channel gradient, shape and construction…

– Data management
• Measuring, record keeping and  submission

– Accuracy of the devices
• Verification of the accuracy of the measuring device
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Conclusion 

Regulations, Instruction to IB and WUA’s,  

reporting format and guidelines documents are 

available on: 

http://ws.dwa.gov.za/ncims/Documents.aspx. 

Contacts: 

Siboniso Mkhaliphi : 012-336 8048

Abashoni Nefale : 012-336 8715
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Ndo livhuwa 
Aa!

Thank you
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